
Cost Estimates
Project Overview
The Columbia River Crossing project is a bridge, transit 
and highway improvement project for I-5 between  
SR 500 in Vancouver and Columbia Boulevard in 
Portland. The project team is currently analyzing five 
alternatives as part of the Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) process. The goal of the Draft EIS is 
to identify the best performing solution with the fewest 
community impacts. 

The five alternatives:
No build (included for comparison purposes)• 
Replacement bridge with bus rapid transit• 
Replacement bridge with light rail• 
Supplemental bridge with bus rapid transit• 
Supplemental bridge with light rail• 

Summary of Cost Estimates
The total preliminary capital cost estimate for the four 
project “build” alternatives fall within a range of $3.1 
billion to $4.2 billion in year of expenditure dollars. 
(Year of expenditure assumes that construction would 
take place between 2010 and 2017.)  

Cost Breakdown by Component
Total I-5 Highway Related Costs  
(includes river crossing and interchanges)
Replacement  $2.67 to $3.09 billion   
Supplemental   $2.51 to $2.88 billion  

High Capacity Transit
(includes all possible alignments and lengths)
Bus rapid transit $0.46 to $0.99 billion   
Light rail   $0.53 to $1.17 billion   

The high capacity transit cost ranges reflect variations in 
length and alignment. Two alignments are being studied 
for Vancouver, both with short and long segments. 

The estimate does not include operating and maintenance 
costs. The ultimate cost and time to complete a project 
is subject to many variables that cannot all be known 
before hand, like inflation, demand for materials or 
labor, and the availability of funding. The range is 
determined through a risk based analysis that estimates 
the probability that actual construction costs will fall 
somewhere within the range. 
 
Next Steps
Spring 2008: Draft EIS released. Begin 60-day public  
comment period.

Summer 2008: Sponsoring agencies consider adoption  
of Locally Preferred Alternative.

Project Contact Information
E-mail:  feedback@columbiarivercrossing.org
Mail:    700 Washington Street, Suite 300
 Vancouver, WA 98660
Phone:  360-737-2726 or 503-256-2726 
Fax:      360-737-0294
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AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT (ADA) INFORMATION    Materials can be provided in alternative formats: large print, Braille, cassette tape, or on computer disk for people with 
disabilities by calling the Office of Equal Opportunity (OEO) at (360) 705-7097. Persons who are deaf or hard of hearing may contact OEO through the Washington Relay Service at 7-1-1.

TITLE VI NOTICE TO PUBLIC    It is the Washington State Department of Transportation’s (WSDOT) policy to assure that no person shall, on the grounds of race, color, national origin and 
sex, as provided by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise discriminated against under any of its federally funded 

programs and activities. For language interpretation services, please contact the project office at (866) 396-2726. Any person who believes his/her Title VI protection has been violated, may file a 
complaint with WSDOT’s Office of Equal Opportunity (OEO). For Title VI complaint forms and advice, please contact OEO’s Title VI Coordinator at (360) 705-7098.


